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FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK — RAILCAR ORDER 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [2.09 pm]: Members would be aware that this 
government has already committed $243 million to the purchase of an additional 66 railcars. This represents 
a 28 per cent growth in the total railcar fleet. Thirteen three-car train sets, or 39 railcars, have already entered 
service, bolstering the capacity of existing services. Each three-car set can carry about 600 people—that is up to 
600 people who are not in a car on Perth’s major roads. The introduction of these 13 new three-car trains has 
already increased the capacity of the system by over 16 per cent. The remainder will roll into service 
progressively every few months through to the end of 2016. 

As part of the 2015–16 state budget, the government allocated $5 million toward planning for and procurement 
of a new generation of railcars. Public transport patronage has effectively plateaued over the last few years, with 
a modest increase of just 0.8 per cent in 2014–15. This decline in the rate of passenger growth cannot be ignored 
at a time when there are many competing demands for funding. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The adjustment in patronage is a result of economic factors, not a reflection of customer 
dissatisfaction. Earlier this year Transperth was awarded Canstar Blue’s national city trains Most Satisfied 
Customers award for the fourth time in a row. In addition, Transperth’s own annual survey of more than 
1 000 regular train commuters, known as the “Passenger Satisfaction Monitor”, recently showed nine out of 
10 train passengers were satisfied with train services. 

We are planning now to extend our existing railcar order with another 10 trains. These additional 10 three-car 
train sets will continue to guarantee railcar supply for the Forrestfield–Airport Link, which is due for completion 
in 2020. This will bring the total number of trains ordered by this government to 32 three-railcar sets, or 
96 railcars. This represents a 41 per cent growth in the size of the state’s train fleet. The Liberal–National 
government will deliver the Forrestfield rail project to the eastern suburbs of Perth, one of the fastest growing 
areas of Western Australia. This new rail line will provide a 20-minute rail journey for eastern suburbs residents 
to Perth from the new Forrestfield–High Wycombe station and it is just 18 minutes — 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr F.A. Alban interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr F.A. Alban interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Do you want to be called for the second time? 

Mr D.C. NALDER: As I said, this new rail line will provide a 20-minute rail journey for eastern suburbs 
residents to Perth from the new Forrestfield–High Wycombe rail station, and it is just 18 minutes from the 
airport to the city. We are not just talking about rail, we are delivering it. 
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